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April 15, 2016 
 
Chairman Susan Collins       Ranking Member Jack Reed  
Subcommittee on THUD Appropriations    Subcommittee on THUD Appropriations  
U.S. Senate          U.S. Senate  
Washington, DC 20510       Washington, DC 20510  
 
Dear Chairman Collins and Ranking Member Reed:  
  

The undersigned civil rights and fair housing organizations urge you to support the 
President’s 2017 budget request for $15 million for a new Housing Choice Voucher 
Mobility Demonstration.  These funds will enable low income families in some of our 
most concentrated metropolitan areas to have more meaningful access to safer, low 
poverty neighborhoods and higher performing schools for their children. The funding 
request is modest, but it would represent another small step toward the inclusive and 
integrated society envisioned in the Fair Housing Act of 1968.   
 
Under the proposed demonstration, the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) would select up to 10 regional housing mobility programs through a competitive 
process. Public housing agencies (PHAs), together with local partners, would have to 
submit a Regional Housing Mobility Plan to HUD, describing the comprehensive 
approach they would use to enable families to make a successful transition to opportunity 
areas. At least $12 million would be available over a three-year period to the selected 
regional initiatives to meet program costs, which may include counseling and continued 
support for families, outreach to landlords, security deposits, coordination of inter-
jurisdiction moves, and other administrative functions. PHAs would have to commit a 
specified number of existing housing vouchers to the demonstration. The remaining funds 
are for evaluation, which HUD must publish within five years of initial implementation.   
 
A growing number of agencies are interested in developing or strengthening regional 
collaborations to support housing mobility but are stymied by the lack of funding to 
support the related administrative costs. This demonstration would address some of the 
needed flexibility. 
 
We urge you to include $15 million for the Housing Choice Voucher Mobility 
Demonstration in the FY 2017 appropriations bill for Transportation, Housing and Urban 
Development.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Philip Tegeler 
Poverty & Race Research Action Council 
Washington, DC 
 
Joseph Rich  
Thomas Silverstein 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 
Washington, DC 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/mobilityresources
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/mobilityresources
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Jorge Soto 
National Fair Housing Alliance  
Washington, DC 
 
Hilary O. Shelton 
NAACP 
Washington, DC 
 
Sam Tepperman-Gelfant 
Public Advocates Inc.  
San Francisco, CA 
 
Robert Garcia 
The City Project 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Melissa Morris 
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley 
San Jose, CA 
 
Erin Boggs 
Open Communities Alliance 
Hartford, CT 
 
Judith Liben 
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute 
Boston, MA 
 
Alexander Polikoff 
BPI 
Chicago, IL 
 
Kate Walz 
Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law 
Chicago, IL 
 
Christine Klepper 
Housing Choice Partners 
Chicago, IL 
 
Betsy Shuman-Moore 
Bonnie Allen 
Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
Chicago, IL 
 
Patricia Fron 
Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance. 
Chicago, IL 
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Patrick Maier 
Innovative Housing Institute 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Matt Hill 
Public Justice Center 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Robert Strupp 
Baltimore Neighborhoods, Inc. 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Tim Thompson 
Housing Justice Center 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Adam Gordon 
Fair Share Housing Center 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
 
Fred Freiberg 
Fair Housing Justice Center 
New York, NY 
 
Jim McCarthy 
Miami Valley Fair Housing Center, Inc. 
Dayton, OH 
  
John Zimmerman 
Central Ohio Fair Housing Association, Inc. 
Columbus, OH 
 
Elizabeth Julian 
Demetria McCain 
Inclusive Communities Project 
Dallas, TX 
 
William R. Tisdale 
Metropolitan Milwaukee Fair Housing Council 
Milwaukee, WI  
 
David Rusk 
Washington, DC 
 
John Brittain 
Washington, DC 
 
 
Cc: Members of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, HUD  


