
LSU GIS Information Clearinghouse
This slideshow provides a brief description of the Clearinghouse:

Background 

Data access options

Contacts 



Background
Established in the aftermath of Katrina as a central repository of geospatial 
data related to the disaster for affected areas of Louisiana 

Expanded to maintain perishable data from Rita and Wilma

Initiated through FEMA and LSU collaboration, the Clearinghouse facilitates 
many of the data access and distribution needs of Federal, State, and Local 
efforts

With 20 terabytes of storage capacity and download ability through the 
Clearinghouse’s website, katrina.lsu.edu, this resource is active in meeting 
the needs of the mitigation and long-term planning aspects of rebuilding 
Louisiana

In addition to the downloadable data available through the website, the 
Clearinghouse stores information that is not for public release and provides 
secure access for appropriate agencies

Managing the data and the data requests are faculty, research associates, and 
graduate students at LSU.  These personnel comprise a vast range of 
research, technical, and managerial skills necessary for effective geospatial 
decision support and data management



Access to Data
Katrina.lsu.edu

Our data can be accessed 
in several ways, depending 
on your information needs.

First, publicly accessible 
data is available for 
download through our 
website, katrina.lsu.edu.  In 
addition to geospatial data, 
this site also provides 
contact information, 
sponsor information, photo 
galleries, and related links 
such as atlas.lsu.edu which 
provides extensive 
geospatial data for 
Louisiana.  

GIS-Store

GIS-Store is our 20TB 
storage location which 
provides the data for 
katrina.lsu.edu, but most 
importantly serves as the 
clearinghouse for geospatial 
data related to Louisiana 
and Katrina, Rita, and 
Wilma.  GIS-Store is 
password-protected and 
available only to designated 
government and academic 
personnel involved in the 
recovery efforts.  Contact 
Farrell Jones 
(fjones@lsu.edu) or Ramesh 
Ramani (rraman1@lsu.edu) 
with requests for access to 
GIS-Store.

Raster Server

Due to our extensive 
collection of pre and 
post hurricane 
imagery, we are in 
the process of 
providing online 
access to various 
imagery through the 
Raster Server 
website 
rasterserver.lsu.edu
This is to assist 
users to download all 
available data in 
different projections 
and file formats for a 
selected area of 
interest. 



Katrina.lsu.edu



:
Storm Surge Inundation

imagery

Examples of data available for download from

Katrina.lsu.edu

shapefiles

maps

tables

reports



GIS-Store

GIS-Store has two main folders, clients utilize to meet their data needs.  They are called 
“data” and “incoming data”.  Though GIS-Store does have additional folders, such as 
“projects” and “products”, these do not hold data for public release.

Incoming Data
Data





Raster Server  



Contact Information
General Enquiries: clearinghouse@lsu.edu

Dr. Barrett Kennedy

Program Coordination

arkenn@lsu.edu

225-578-6904

Dr. John Pine

Program Coordination

jpine@lsu.edu

225-578-1075

Ramesh Ramani

Webmaster; access to GIS-Store; 

Raster Server; Terrashare

rraman1@lsu.edu

225-578-5861

Dr. Jacqueline Mills

GIS data; analysis; data requests

jmills5@lsu.edu

225-578-5861

Farrell Jones

Webmaster; access to GIS-Store

fjones@lsu.edu

225-578-6135

Dr. Charles Flanagan

FEMA Coordinator

Charles.Flanagan@dhs.gov

Jennifer Meyer

FEMA Coordinator

Jennifer.Meyer@dhs.gov
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