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JUSTIN STEIL 
MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Room 9-515, Cambridge, MA 02139     

(617) 253-2017  •  steil@mit.edu 
 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA  2015-present 
Charles H. and Ann E. Spaulding Career Development Assistant Professor of Law and Urban Planning 
 
New York University Law School, New York, NY 2013-2015 
Legal Research Fellow, Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy. 
 

EDUCATION 
 

Columbia University Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation, New York, NY 
Ph.D. in Urban Planning, 2015. 

Dissertation: Democracy and Discrimination: Analyzing Diverging Local Responses to Immigration. 
Committee: Peter Marcuse, Susan Fainstein, Stacey Sutton, Clara Irazabal, Olatunde Johnson. 

 
Columbia University School of Law, New York, NY 
J.D., 2010. 
 
London School of Economics and Political Science, London, UK 
M.Sc. in City Design and Social Science, 2004. 

Thesis: “Threshold of Tolerance:” The Forced Dispersal of Asylum Seekers in the U.K. 
 
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 
A.B. in African-American Studies, 2000. 

Thesis: Race and the Politics of Youth Imprisonment. 
 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS  
Books  
Under contract 
The Dream Revisited: Segregation and Opportunity in the Twenty-First Century, ed. (New York: Columbia University 

Press, in contract) (with Ingrid Gould Ellen) 
 
Published 
Searching for the Just City: Debates in Urban Theory and Practice, ed. (London: Routledge, 2009) (with Peter Marcuse, 

James Connolly, Johannes Novy, Ingrid Olivo, and Cuz Potter). 
 
Refereed Articles  
“The Fairest of Them All: Analyzing Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Compliance” Housing Policy Debate 

(forthcoming) (with Nicholas Kelly).  
 
“Does Segregation Matter for Latinos?” Journal of Housing Economics (2017) (with Jorge De la Roca and Ingrid Gould 

Ellen).  
 
 “The Social Structure of Mortgage Discrimination,” Housing Studies (2017) (with Len Albright, Jacob S. Rugh, and 

Douglas S. Massey). 
 
“When Prison is the Classroom: Collaborative Learning about Urban Inequality,” Journal of Planning Education and 

Research 33: 1-10 (2017) (with Aditi Mehta) 
 
“The Significance of Segregation in the 21st Century,” City and Community 15(3): 8-13 (2016) (with Ingrid Gould Ellen 

and Jorge De la Roca). 
 
“Desvinculado y Desigual: Latino Segregation and Access to Opportunity,” Annals of the American Academy of Political 

and Social Science 660(1): 57-76 (2015) (with Jorge de la Roca and Ingrid Gould Ellen). 
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“The New Immigration Contestation: Social Movements and Local Immigration Policymaking in the United States, 2000-
2011,” American Journal of Sociology 119(4): 1104-1155 (2014) (with Bogdan Vasi). 

 
“Small Town Defenders: The Production of Citizenship in Hazelton, Pennsylvania,” Environment and Planning D: 

Society and Space 30(6): 1028-1045 (2012). (with Jennifer Ridgley).  
 
 “Innovative Responses to Foreclosures: Paths to Neighborhood Stability and Housing Opportunity,” Columbia Journal of 

Race and Law 1(1): 63-117 (2011). 
 
 
Selected Book Chapters, Book Reviews, Articles in Professional Journals, and Amicus Briefs 
“Contested Values: How Jim Crow Segregation Ordinances Redefined Property Rights,” Global Perspectives on Urban 

Law, Nestor Davidson, ed. (London: Routledge forthcoming 2018) (with Laura Delgado) 
 
“Changing Technology, Durable Segregation, and Household Residential Decision-making,” A Shared Future: Fostering 

Communities of Inclusion in an Era of Inequality Christopher Herbert, Jonathan Spader, Jennifer Molinsky, and 
Shannon Rieger, eds. (Cambridge, MA: Joint Center for Housing Studies forthcoming 2018) (with Reed Jordan).  

 
“The Just City.”  The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Urban and Regional Studies, Anthony M. Orum, ed. (London: 

Wiley-Blackwell forthcoming 2018) (with James Connolly). 
 
“Planning Sustainable Cities and Regions: Towards More Equitable Development: A Review,” Journal of Urban Affairs, 

40(1): 149-150 (2018). 
 
“The Rise and Fall of Urban Economies: Lessons from San Francisco and Los Angeles: A Review,” Journal of Economic 

Geography 17(4): 921-923 (2017) (with Jason Spicer). 
 
United States Supreme Court, Amicus Brief of Housing Scholars in Bank of America et al. and Wells Fargo et al. v. City 

of Miami, Nos. 15-1111, 15-1112 (2016) (with Alan White)  
 
“Our Land That We Don’t Own: Power, Culture, and Memory in Harlem,” Cultural Geographies 19(2): 273-274 (2012). 
 
“Gentrification: A Review,” Cultural Geographies 17(3): 418-419 (2010). 
 
“Can the Just City Be Built from Below? Brownfields, Planning and Power in the Bronx,” in Searching for the Just City: 

Debates in Urban Theory and Practice, Peter Marcuse et al. eds., (London: Routledge 2009) (with James 
Connolly).  

 
“Finding Justice in the City,” in Searching for the Just City: Debates in Urban Theory and Practice, Peter Marcuse et al. 

eds., (London: Routledge 2009) (with James Connolly). 
 

SELECTED WORK EXPERIENCE 
United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit        2012–2013  

Law clerk for the Hon. M. Margaret McKeown, 
 

United States Court for the Southern District of New York      2011–2012  
Law clerk for the Hon. Kimba M. Wood. 

 

Foreclosure Prevention Project/South Brooklyn Legal Services, Legal Intern, Brooklyn, NY  Spring 2010 
Conducted legal research and assisted in the preparation of a joint pre-trial order in Barkley v. Olympia Mortgage.  

 

ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project, Legal Intern, New York, NY     Fall 2009 
Wrote memos on choice of law and standards for civil commitment. Analyzed DHS data on detention.  

 

The Brennan Center for Justice, Legal Intern, Access to Justice Project, New York, NY  Summer 2009 
Researched state legal issues regarding First Amendment rights of HIV-AIDS non-profits, prisoners and the census. 

 

Debevoise and Plimpton, LLP, Summer Associate, New York, NY     Summer 2009 
Assisted with FCPA and real estate practice.  Drafted U-Visa affidavit and memo to limited equity housing coop.  

Case 1:18-cv-01076-BAH   Document 19-8   Filed 05/29/18   Page 22 of 23



Justin Steil CV  3 
 
 

Fair Housing Justice Center, Legal Intern, New York, NY      Fall  2008 
Researched discriminatory housing practices by suburban municipalities through FOIL requests, archival research and 
statistical analysis of housing data. Presented potential cases to E.D.N.Y. U.S. Attorney’s Office Civil Rights Chief.  

 

Human Rights Now, Legal Intern, Tokyo, Japan       Summer 2008 
Wrote policy papers on refugee resettlement for discussion with the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Justice. 

 

Youth Ministries for Peace and Justice, Community Development Program Manager, Bronx, NY 2005–2007  
Coordinated neighborhood sustainability planning and executed projects, including green roof construction. 

 

Neighborhood Economic Development Advocacy Project, Advocacy Director, New York, NY  2004–2005  
Coordinated advocacy for New Yorkers for Responsible Lending Coalition relating to state bills to curb abusive tax-
refund anticipation loans and prevent deed-theft scams. Worked with Immigrant Financial Justice Campaign. 
 

Casa Amiga Centro de Crisis, Advocate, Ciudad Juárez, Mexico     2003                  
Created and led workshops for municipal police to improve their ability to support survivors of sexual violence. 

 

The City School, Program Manager, The Prison Project, Boston, MA     2000–2002  
Taught courses for high-school students and prisoners, separately and together, about crime and justice. 

 
BAR AND COURT ADMISSIONS 

 New York State Bar; U.S. Court for the Southern District of New York; Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals. 
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